GFN Northward Migration Season on the Luannan Coast, Bohai Bay 2015
Update number3

People are Great

Time¥ f wh@rayou are having fun anddthard to believe that some of the tedmasbeen
here scanning for over a month. The Red Knots have increiasegmber greatlysince the
last update and we have recently counted just over 47,500 of them as wEH, @80 Great
Knots. Thewumbers ofGreatknots using the Luannan Coaatte a lot higher thain previous
seasonsThiscould bean effect ofthe lack d food currently at YaldangNational Nature
Reserves00kms to the ENE of heren ¢the China/North Korea bordeYalu Jiang has
historically been a stronghold f@reat Knas on northward migration. The news we are
getting from shorebird colleaguesttsat numbers are much lower there this year
presumably due to th lack of suitable prey species for Great Knots

We have had some rain on a feights recently and this makes for good birding as the bad
weather brings birds down to land until the weathdears for them to continue their
migrations.As a result ar species list for this seastwas jumped upo 181.The Nanpu sea

wall hashad hundreds of birdef numerous species in the reeds and low bushés.walk

many kilometres along the sea wall on shalays toscanthe knotsand we occasionally

sneak a look at the odd neshorebird!

With the large numbers of knots arriving it means more flagged birds. To date we have seen
at total of 1,989 sightings on 12 different species from 26 differeading sies. In regards

to the birdsmarked in Broome and 80 Mile Beach NW& haverecorded313colourbands
records and 461 flagecords. This is total sightings not individual birds.

Usually by now in previous yeupdateswe would have beemriting aboutthe large

numbers of birdgeedingin the salt ponds. Unfortunaty this year the water levels ateo

highto give optimum feeding conditiorfer the shorebirds. We haveeen toldthat the

water levels are high thisyedti 2 O2 YLISy al 0S ¥ 2 NJdiekcothérgata 2 F
ponds being sold for development,@s mentionedn an earlier updateroads being built
through them. So instead of the tens of thousands of birds in the ponds weuarently

limited to hundreds.

As you may have redd last years pdate number 6 another one of the many problethss
area and thévellow Sea mudflats in generface is thenexorable spread ahtroduced

Smooth CordgraséSpartina alterniflorataking over the mudflatdt grows thickly and

renders mudflats completely unsuitable (in fact not even accessible) to shorebirds.
Thecontroltrial we conducted last year has gone very well. All the small patches that were
sprayed have died. Some of the larger ones havkdmme regowth where presumablyhe
ALINI @ RARY QUG LISy Si NI Q&eadiganednera e stille w laiyS g A 2 dza
LI § OKSa G K I aylashstaséhihityieed tacklingiedhad planned to spray early
into the season buas the pant had not startel to grow when we arrived weill try again

in the comingweeks.

During a recent explation of other small areas of mudflat further west our main study

site we sawa small bay that had large areaf Spartina ont. The thought that it was too

cold here in the winter for Spartina to grow well and be a threat to the mudflat habitat was,



unfortunately, dispelled by what we saw there. Tisisoobig an area for us to attempt to
controlandwe just plan totry andkeep aur survey areas free from Spartina as is possible.

There isalso an area dbpartinain Zuidong and a week ago we drove past and found some
locals digging it u@lsome of ugot excited thinking that maybe the locals are trying to help
eradicate this inasive species. Howevether more cynical ones (Chris) was horrified that it
might be being moved to colonise other mudflat areas to stabilise areas for reclamation. It
was neither. It seems it was being dulgto be plantedin a wetland reserve nearby!
Sametimes you just need a brick wall to bang your head against.

‘The small bay near Tianjin rapidly becayered withSpartina.

A Boyle

TheSpartinaready to be taken to a nearby wetland start its path ofdestruction

Bob Loos



Leeand Bob Gcanning on the mud at Nanpu

A Boyle

In the past we haveritten about the shell fish harvesterorking in our study areal' hey

are small group of people approximately 8 thwatrk during the middle of the tide out on

the mudflats collecting shellfish. They do thisusyng a generatedriven harvesting
machinethat collectsmud andthen a high powered jet of water waskéhe mud away

leaving theedibleshellfish behindL (i Qely ptofitable industryor the local operators and
would be in to the future if it is being managed sustainably (this we do now kridve)

harvest is loaded on tboatsthat are anchored close to the working parties and brought in
to the seawall. Here #shellfish are ulmaded onto a large truck antakento Beijing to be
sold in restaurantsRecently we watched some boats being unloaded. The first three bags
from each boat are weighed and then all the bags are put on to the truckb@me&veighs
30kg and we did some simple arithmetic and came up with a truck load car32x tonnes

of shellfish 1t@ amazing just how productive the mudflat caamfor both the local economy
and the migrant birdsThe shellfish workerspgpear to be oukeveryday and ashellfish

R2y QG (1SSL) ¢Sttt 6S LINBadzYS K®k2daykddringatiel & A& G
AaKSt f FA aiidch Weitttink i& Sosin@ and early summer. We want to try and talk to the
local shell fishers as godaalthy shorebird habitat, withoundustrial complexes built on it,

is good for shorebirds and the local economy.



The question igs it sustainable?

A Boyle

Bob Loos



A beautiful male Yellomumped Flycatcher

A Boyle

Reed Parrotbill. Common on a reclaimed but curreantiysed and overgrown areagtinland
from the Nanpu sea walyhere we scan the Red Knots in the morrsing




A rarity for us here; Little Owl on the Nanpu Seawall

Bob Loos

PEOPLE

Most of you reading these updates will be well aware that Ibd§ NA 2 Ra 2F FASE R ¢
happen by chance. They happen because of lots of planning, lots of plammng

lots of planning (previous experience is a great help too) and skill and effort once the
fieldwork begins. This effort is both voluntary and p&d.funding is critical to long term
studies and fieldwork.

It is difficult to know where to start with the long list of regubard visiting shorebird
biologiststhis year.
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Luannan Coast. He was in China for longer than the few days for meetings and to catch up

with his various PhD students. Theunis is the main fund raiser for all @fhestudies in

Australia (including my position) and the EAAF. This commitment to a flyway that is not his
W24y Q Aad GELAOIE 2F ¢KSdzyAdz KS KlFa | é2NIR
the immense importance and issues in the EAAF thatesme with such standing in the

shorebird world should put so much effort in to the EAAF. He would like to stay with us for



longer scanning through massive flocks of Red Knots but his other beloved shorebird, the
Blacktailed Godwit is breeding in the meads around his home in the Netherlands and he
has a large longerm study on that species underway (of course he does!)
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Shorebird catre and works in close conjunction with GHiNparticularly on satellite

telemetry studies with Black and Btailed Godwits, Red and Great knot. We have had the

pleasure of working with her 4 times in RoebBely since our first meeting in 2008. This
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industrialisation of their mudflat habitat was an egpener for her (as it is for us all on

encountering it firsthand for the first time).

Bob Gill is recently retired fromthel YS 2FFAOS a4 [ SS YR Aa Wodz
done pretty much everything in shorebird work particularly on the Alaskan breeding
grounds.
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changes since 2011. TRRSS & 1 NHzOG A2y 2F GKS YdzRFE I Ga 6l ayQi
previously reclaimed flats and salt ponds now stood factories,-hgghapartment blocks
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from a 4yeartime period, as we see it every year and it seems less dramatic that way! Bob

has also been with GFN in Roebuck Bay for theddad Godwit satellite telemetry studies

in 2008. Bob is a thoroughly sensible bloke and can chat to Chris about sport godtnot

shorebirds!

Tony Habraken is something of a legend in New Zealand for his scanning prowess and
RSRAOFGAZ2Yy® ¢KS O2yRAGAZ2Yya KSNBE RARY QO LINB @GS
works in. However from out of the smog he sighted many ancgacolourbands and flags

to add to our eveigrowing data set. Tony has plenty of experience of working in these

conditons having been in the Yellow&at Yalu Jiangouth Koreand was also a team

member of the NZ shorebird ecologists that were iedito North Korea in 2009.

Professor Zhang Zhengwang, who is the supervisor of Leiming (current PhD) and was for

Yang Hong Yan (Nickyjejoined us just for a day but he and Theunis had many productive

talks about present and future studies avell as abot the students that Beijing Normal and

Groningen Universities are sharing. Prof Zhang always helps hugely with transport to get

YIye YR @FNA2dza LIS2LX S 06SisSSy . SA2Ay3a YR
programme here would not be possible ttut our association with BNU.
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smile on their faces but we do sometimes wonder if they perhaps tear some of their hair out
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rely totally on Leiming to help us with many things on a daily be#sreally cannot

emphasise enough how helpful he is. And while he is fielding our phone calls and sorting out
this and that for us he is doing his PhD field work, lwatg birds, counting birds, collecting

mud samples, collecting water samples and then sorting those samples etc.! He is one busy
young man. His main study is on shorebird use of the salt pond habitat with the Curlew
Sandpiper his main study species. Thid bad decreased in numbers alarmingly in the

EAAF ands currently being assessed by the Australian Governmen?fdglJA N> RAy 3 Q 2 F
threatenedstatus
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except soting out our phone callKate studied introduced mammals (Racoon Dog, Pine
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research in the Yellow Sea.
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Slaymaker could not be with us this year because he got a proper job. For those of you who

know Matt- the wandering bird ringeSlaymaker you may be as surprised as Ady and |

were! Bob Loos is the GFN accountant and rather colewdy is an experienced scanner

who has worked on shorebird studies extensively in The Netherlands, Mauritania, Norway
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studies the world over are determined by thee and if that means getting up at 3:30 or
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different to what Bob is used to but like all of us this somewhat unpleasant part of being

here is countered by some iretible views of shorebirds in full breeding plumage,

sometimes very close. And standing on the seawall as the tide recedes and 50,000+

shorebirds fly from their roost sites and swoop down on to the mud is a site to behold. Bob

is also a keen birder in gerad and lots of new birds keep popping up in front of his

binoculars so that also helps with the early starts the pollution an having to cope with my
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So that is the people who have so far made up our Bohai Team 2015 and our shorebird
studying friends. In a few days we get more volunteers and students, we might give them a
mention in another update.



Left to right; Tony, Bob G, Ady, Lee, Chris, Theunis, Bob L

Leiming and Kate wait for Curlew Sandpipers to show up.

Bob Loos



