
RED KNOTS GET GEOLOCATORS – THANKFULLY! 

 

The first catch attempt of the 2015 dry season didn’t even result in a net being fired. We had gone 

out on a Monday to try and catch some of the big flock of Red Knot roosting on Wader Beach but, 

without going in to details, we got nothing. 

So for the first scheduled catch we decided that we wouldn’t go out specifically for Red Knot but 

would just ‘make a catch’ and as we have so many Red Knots in the flocks on the northern shores at 

the moment that we would probably get a few Red Knot if we made a reasonable sized catch. 

This turned out as planned, which is always good! 

Quarry Beach had for the previous two days had a very nice mixed flock roosting there. So the 

decision of which beach to go to wasn’t difficult. The other option being Wader Beach where we had 

failed on the Monday and is an absolute nightmare to have to set a net on. 

The usual net set and catch set up went smoothly and the big team gathered. When Jaime and I got 

in to the hide the flock was on the beach as it had been the previous days and all looked set fair. But 

the birds not only seem to be aware of the net but they also seem to know when I will be prepared 

to fire it. So there are plenty of birds in front of the net until they get to 8 metres away (catchable 

just closer than that) so they start to drift out to the side and just of the catching area. But then as 

the tide comes in and catching becomes less likely due to the safety of the birds then they sweep in 

and land just in front and all over the net. So we then wait patiently for an hour for the tide to peak 

and drop and as the tide drops the birds think ‘ah ha Chris might fire now’ and they drift out of the 

area again. Interesting to watch! 

However Nigel and Ric in combination did a brilliant job to manoeuvre part of the flock in front of 

the net and we made a nice catch of 129 birds. 

37 of them were Red Knot and all of these got geolocators for the GFN/AWSG project. We are still 

trying to get a handle on the southward migration and geolocators are currently our best option to 

help answer this question. 

Processing went smoothly and we got off the beach just on dusk. 

The re-traps were all first year birds banded on this year’s AWSG expedition except one colour-

banded Great Knot that was banded in August 2007. It is a ‘poor quality’ bird with only 50% breeding 

plumage (and that plumage is pale) and some very worn feathers that obviously haven’t been 

moulted for a long time. Whether the bird is sick or just very old we don’t know. 

Thanks to all for your help and particularly the early morning net setters. 

Details are in the table below. 

Cheers 

Chris and Adrian 



 

 

  

21/06/2015 
   

  
  

  

SPECIES NEW  RETRAP 

Age 1      
1st 

Year of 
Life 

Age 1+            
1st 

year of 
life or 
older 

Known 
Age 2 

Age 2+            
2nd 

year of 
life or 
older 

Age 3+ 
3rd 

year of 
life or 
older TOTAL 

Black-tailed Godwit 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Curlew Sandpiper 5 0 5 0 0 0 0 5 

Great Knot 31 3 28 0 1 3 2 34 

Grey-tailed Tattler 4 0 4 0 0 0 0 4 

Red-capped Plover 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Red Knot 37 0 14 0 0 23 0 37 

Red-necked Stint 29 3 32 0 0 0 0 32 

Ruddy Turnstone 13 1 12 2 0 0 0 14 

Terek Sandpiper 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

TOTALS 122 7 98 2 1 26 2 129 

 


