
Typical of any catch day, the wide and welcoming expanse of undisturbed sand, 
with its boundless possibilities for roosting potential -----------------------------------
------------------------------------was completely ignored by the shorebirds!  
 
However the trusty twinklers successfully moved thousands of birds off Wader 
Beach and Richard’s Point roosts and they steamed straight ---------- past our 
hide and the net area and headed straight out over ‘the back of the mangroves’! 
At this point I seem to recall Chris exclaiming ‘Blast, I say, they are flying over 
yonder and not into the intended catch area’ (I may have filtered the language for 
the consideration of the general public). 
 
But as predicted there was no suitable habitat for them there and they returned 
to the northern shores. These flocks continued to wheel around the Eastern 
section of the bay. It really is a spectacle the sheer number of birds in the bay as 
returning migrants are landing on our shores.  
 
The birds remained wary of Minton’s Strait, but with decoys deployed (cunningly 
about 15ms from the net) and linguistic filters in place Eastern Curlews were the 
first to come in and line up nicely with the decoys. Soon after we had a terrific 
flock right in front of us (‘My word, what a spiffing flock’) mainly composed of 
Great Knot, Red Knot, Black-tailed Godwit and Curlew Sandpipers.  
 
The big flock spread out from the decoys and along the tide edge until plenty 
were catchable. The intention was for us to wait for our twinklers to return but 
an oncoming car meant our countdown was swift to avoid rising the flock once 
again. At this time of year birds seem excessively nervous, maybe an effect of the 
change from there being 5,000 to share the roosts to there being 25,000. 
 
The catch proved to be incredibly rewarding with a great composition of species 
including the addition of infrequently caught Black-tailed Godwits and a pleasing 
number of older birds caught.  
 

Great Knot 10, 14+, 14+, 17+, 17+, 18+, 18+ 

Red Knot 10+, 11, 14+, 16+,  

 
Processing went smoothly with most notably a terrific result in the number of 
birds colour-banded.  We also re-caught a Red Knot with a Geolocator that we 
deployed in February and has been, to the best of our knowledge, to the New 
Siberian Islands and back, we shall see when we assess the data. 
 
Another great day and huge effort by everyone all round. With thanks to 530AM 
net setters and special thanks to ‘the 2 Ricks’ for net mending and packing 
leaving us to merely put it in the trailer at the end of a long day. 
 
Jane Taylor (BBO Assistant Warden) 
 
Catch totals table below 
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SPECIES NEW  RETRAP 

Age 1      
1st Year 
of Life 

Known 
Age 2 

Age 3+            
3rd 

year of 
life or 
older TOTAL 

Bar-tailed Godwit 2 0 0 0 2 2 

Black-tailed Godwit 14 0 0 1 13 14 

Curlew Sandpiper 6 3 0 3 6 9 

Great Knot 117 33 0 48 102 150 

Red Knot 106 27 0 51 82 133 

TOTALS 245 63 0 103 205 308 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


